PREFACE
VON SYBEL, writing in 1881, expressed his pleasure in
the acceptance by scholars of that scientific recon-
struction of the history of the First Crusade which he
had given to the world forty years earlier, and his hope
that in the course of another forty years the results of
his researches would have penetrated into text-books
and school-books.1
That hope is now in process of fulfilment, but the
great Chronicles, of the Crusades are still only accessible
in scholarly editions which are too costly, too cumbrous,
and too elaborate for the ordinary reader.
This small edition of the ' primary authority ' 2 for
the history of the First Crusade, the anonymous
Gesta Francorum et aliorum Hierosolytnitanoruni, i.s
specially designed for the use of students reading for the
Preliminary Examination in Modern History in the
University of JDxford, but it is hoped that it may help
toHgfficfe the feet of Bother pilgrims on the ' Way of
the Holy Sepulchre'', the iter Hierosolymitanum, for
the little book forms an excellent starting-point for the
study of the Crusading movement, and deserves to be
more widely known. Of the three existing editions
of the Gesta Francorum, one is included in Bongars'
Gesta Dei per Francos, published at Hanover in 1611;
1 H. von Sybel, Gesch. des ersten Kreuzzuges, first ed. 1841,
seconded. i88i,Vorrede, ed.iSSr.
* Dr. E. Barker, The Crusades (The World's Manuals), p. 106.
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